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good things. I came here to find out the truth lor
myself. I never trust reports at second hand. I have
to-day searched into the matter thoroughly. What do
I find as the result of all these laborious investigations?
I find that those who have maligned this college were
liars. 1 repeat the word, liars. I repeat it again,
liars. To Allah I offer my deepest thankfulness that
these students are in religion sound and in manners
perfect. Henceforth the man who will be most zealous
to silence the tongues of those who speak ill against
this college will be myself" (loud cheers, which the
Ameer checked by holding up his hand). *' There :s, I
am told, a violent prejudice among many Indian
Mohammedans against that particular kind of educa-
tion which we call European education. What folly is
this. Listen to me. I stand here as the advocate of
Western learning. So far from thinking it an evil I
have founded in Afghanistan a college called the
Habibia College, after my own name, where European
education is to be given as far as possible on European
lines. What I do insist on, however, is that religious
education should come first. Religious education is the
foundation on which all other forms of education must
rest. Subject to this condition I say again that I am a
sincere friend and well wisher of Eastern education "
(loud cheers, during which the interpreter, who had
previously seen the Ameer raise a hand for silence now
did likewise), but the Ameer said, " No ; let them
applaud that as much as they like." His Majesty
announced, in conclusion, that he had decided to endow
the college with an income of Rs.6,000 (^400) per
annum in perpetuity, and to make an immediate cash
present of Rs.20,000 (^1,333).

The special correspondent of the " Civil and Military
Gazette " telegraphed as follows : When the Ameer
drove away from the grand military review at Agra he,
is reported to have delivered himself as follows to some
of his principal Sirdars : " Look you. You told me
that mine was the finest army in the world. You
assured me that Afghan soldiers greatly excelled the
soldiers of the Indian Empire or the soldiers of the
Russian Empire, You almost persuaded me that my
forces outweighed the Indian and Russian forces com-
bined. What saw you just now? Ha, you are dumb 1